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President’s Volunteer Initiative Highlighted at
International Conference on Service and Volunteerism
“Volunteers for Prosperity” Gives America’s Highly Skilled Professionals New Opportunities to Serve Abroad
Washington, D.C. – Calling Volunteers for Prosperity (VfP) “a promising new service initiative for America’s compassionate professionals,” Jack Hawkins, Director of the Office of VfP, convened the opening session of the Second Annual International Roundtable on Service and Volunteerism in Washington, DC on August 3rd. 
Established by President Bush through executive order in September 2003, VfP works with leading U.S. non-profits and companies to deploy highly skilled American professionals in volunteer opportunities that support the nation’s global health and prosperity agenda.  
“VfP volunteers come from all professions,” said Hawkins.  “Doctors, nurses, bankers, business people, lawyers, teachers, engineers and others.  These professionals are stepping forward to improve the lives of others around the world through remarkable personal energy and expertise.”
Hawkins highlighted the initiative’s flexible approach.  “A senior U.S. business person can spend a two week vacation helping entrepreneurs in Senegal develop a business plan; an American nurse can take leave to work with peers in Asia treating AIDS patients; a doctor in Pennsylvania can volunteer for three months to help HIV/AIDS patients in Uganda.  In all of these examples VfP can help connect volunteers with organizations that are doing good work, in a variety of sectors and in a variety of places overseas.”
Hawkins moderated a panel that included VfP volunteer Chris Strock, a registered professional civil engineer, who went to Nigeria and helped build a water system for a hospital. 

“Volunteering always starts with the noble concept of helping someone in need and ironically, the volunteer may be the one helped out the most,” said Strock.  “I hope I will continue to grow as a person from my experiences.  And the volunteering community is made of so many wonderful people  --  I look forward to growing with the friends I've made and meeting new folks along the way.” 
Hawkins commented that Strock and others like him represent the best of the American people, and then he read a message from President Bush that noted the “strength of a country is found in the hearts and souls of its citizens.  Across the globe, volunteers inspire us with their dedication, compassion and efforts to build a more hopeful world.”   

There are nearly 220 US non-profits and companies participating in VfP.  “Such organizations represent a pool of talented American professionals now exceeding 50,000.  It is expected that nearly 8,000 such volunteers will be deployed this year,” added Hawkins.  “
Participating organizations also receive special consideration in applications for grants associated with the federally-supported initiatives relating to the program.”  Over the past year, VfP organizations were awarded over $13 million in federal grants.
The Office of VfP at U.S. Agency for International Development is the inter-agency coordinator for the initiative and is supported by the Departments of State, Commerce, and Health and Human Services.  It reports to the USA Freedom Corps, the White House’s coordinating council for all federally supported volunteer programs, domestic and international.

In addition to Strock, Hawkins’ panel included:   Ronald Campbell, acting Deputy Chief of Staff at Peace Corps; Elaine Michetti, a senior official at UN Volunteers; and Susan Stroud, Executive Director of Innovations in Civic Participation. 

The International Roundtable was co-sponsored by the Office of VfP, Corporation for National & Community Service, and Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network. It featured presentations from leading national and international experts on volunteerism and service.  The conference attendees were from over 15 countries, including the United Kingdom, Nigeria, Bolivia, Nepal and Israel, and 50 international NGO’s.  
The one-day event preceded the National Conference on Volunteering and Service that was held August 4-6 in Washington, DC.


Volunteers for Prosperity promotes the energy and idealism of the United States through support of international voluntary service by highly skilled American professionals to meet the global health and prosperity goals of the U.S. Government.  For more information, please visit www.volunteersforprosperity.gov.
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