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African Diaspora Medical Group Partners with Volunteers for Prosperity
Organization to Provide Volunteer Health Care Professionals to Support the President’s Malaria Initiative 
Association of Nigerian Physicians in the Americas (ANPA), a leading U.S. non-profit of health care professionals that also represents the Nigerian diaspora, has joined Volunteers for Prosperity’s network of partner organizations to support the nation’s major initiatives for global health and prosperity including the President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI) and the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.
“We are pleased to have a diaspora partner committed to improving health care in their native country,” said Jack Hawkins, Director of the Office of Volunteers for Prosperity (VfP Office) at the U.S. Agency for International Development.  “The VfP executive order was recently amended to include support of the PMI.  ANPA’s efforts will help to support President Bush’s goals to control global malaria and HIV/AIDS by utilizing American health care professionals of the Nigerian diaspora as volunteers abroad.”
ANPA has conducted medical missions to Nigeria for the past 13 years - all through private funding. Its medical missions offer free healthcare to the medically indigent, in rural parts of Nigeria. It also educates Nigerian institutions, businesses, and other organizations on the health system of the United States.  ANPA also fosters research and collaboration between African researchers and their counterparts in the United States.
 “Nigeria is a microcosm of Africa. 1 in 4 or 5 Africans is a Nigerian,” said Yele Aluko MD, the National President of ANPA. “With thousands of Nigerian born or trained physicians in the U.S., we can pool our expertise for a healthier Nigeria and extend methodologies developed to sub-Saharan African countries including efforts to control malaria and HIV/AIDS. We are excited about our partnership with VfP, and look forward to working together to realize our mutual missions.”
The VfP Office seeks to partner with leading U.S. non-profits, like ANPA, and companies that have a demonstrated commitment to volunteer-led activities consistent with the U.S. global health and prosperity agenda.
As the U.S. Government’s coordinator of President Bush’s Volunteers for Prosperity initiative (VfP), the VfP Office promotes the international voluntary service of American professionals in support of the nation’s global
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health and prosperity agenda. The initiative was established to complement the Peace Corps, which requires a longer term commitment of two full years overseas.  Service through VfP is more flexible, ranging from a week to months, or even a year and beyond.  Volunteers work under the direction of VfP partners. In 2006, VfP partners deployed nearly 21,000 doctors, nurses, teachers, business persons and others. 
The Association of Nigerian Physicians in the Americas (ANPA) was established in 1995 for educational, scientific, charitable and social purposes as a non-profit organization representing the professional, political and social interests of  over 4,000 physicians, dentists and allied health professionals of Nigerian birth, ethnicity or empathy in the United States, Canada and the Caribbean.  For more information, please visit http://www.anpa.org/.

Volunteers for Prosperity was established by Executive Order 13317 on September 25, 2003.  VfP works with leading U.S. non-profits and companies to deploy highly skilled American professionals in volunteer opportunities that support the global health and prosperity goals of the U.S. Government.  VfP is part of the USA Freedom Corps, the White House’s coordinating council on volunteerism.  For more information, please visit www.volunteersforprosperity.gov.
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