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Establishment of New Office Highlights Agency’s Commitment to American Volunteers
Washington, DC – The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has established an office of Coordinator for Volunteer Service, strengthening the agency’s management of volunteer programs sponsored or supported by USAID.

Jack Hawkins, who serves as director of the interagency Office of Volunteers for Prosperity and as USAID’s Liaison to the White House for Volunteer Community Service, will take on additional responsibilities as Coordinator for Volunteer Service.  His new responsibilities include coordination with USAID’s Farmer-to-Farmer program and the Volunteers for Economic Growth Alliance (VEGA).  The new office consolidates and clarifies his responsibilities as USAID’s principal officer for volunteer-related programs, initiatives and public diplomacy activities.

Farmer-to-Farmer is a program authorized by Congress and managed by USAID that enables U.S. agricultural experts to assist developing country farmers through sharing modern practices and technologies.  VEGA is a program of USAID’s Economic Growth, Agriculture, and Trade bureau.  VEGA utilizes skilled volunteers, available through a consortium of non-governmental organizations, to support field activities.

The Liaison to the White House for Volunteer Community Service is responsible for promoting and giving recognition to community volunteer service by USAID personnel.  Many individuals and several groups of USAID staff regularly perform volunteer service during evenings and on weekends. Their volunteer work includes assistance with community food banks, blood donation drives, and pro bono legal service.

Volunteers for Prosperity (VfP) is an initiative of President George W. Bush.  VfP has enrolled more than 200 partner organizations – non-profit and for-profit – to promote service by skilled Americans in promoting global health and economic growth.  Tens of thousands of doctors, nurses, engineers, business executives and other professionals have served abroad under auspices of VfP partner organizations.
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