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Washington, DC – A delegation of Japanese officials visited the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) February 10th as part of a tour of the United States to conduct research on disaster preparedness, response and recovery. 

The Office of Volunteers for Prosperity (VfP Office) and the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) presented a briefing to the 17 member Japanese delegation comprised of members of the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly. 

“We are very interested in benefiting from USAID’s experience in disaster management overseas,” said Erena Niwa, Representative of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.  “In order to respond effectively, a good relationship is essential among the many elements in the national government, local governments, NGOs, and the private sector.”

Another objective of the group was to learn how to build a framework in which volunteers and private sector aid can be integrated into relief efforts in Japan. 

Jack Hawkins, Director of the VfP Office, explained how highly trained American volunteers are deployed overseas through VfP partner organizations, non-profits and companies, for short-term assignments.  “While disasters require specially trained responders, VfP volunteers are experts in a variety of sectors such as health care, information technology, education, and they have played important post-disaster and long-term reconstruction roles,” said Hawkins.  

“In responding to big disasters, citizen volunteers and donations from the public are becoming more and more important these days in Japan,” said Ms. Niwa.  “We learned how Volunteers for Prosperity works to educate and motivate citizen volunteers. We were impressed by the way VfP uses its Web site so effectively.”

The delegation also learned that OFDA coordinated with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to help sort and distribute foreign aid for Hurricane Katrina. “For the first time in its history, OFDA provided assistance for a U.S. domestic emergency following Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice’s request that USAID take the lead role in managing humanitarian donations from the international community,” said Michael Marx, an OFDA division director.
Besides USAID, the Japanese delegation visited the FEMA headquarters and the Pentagon while in Washington D.C.   The delegation’s first stop was a tour of the hurricane ravaged part of New Orleans where it met with the city’s mayor as well as with officials of the FEMA Area Field Office.   In New York it visited the Office of Emergency Management and the New York City Council.

The Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance located in USAID’s Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance Bureau, is responsible for facilitating and coordinating U.S. Government emergency assistance overseas.  For more information, please visit www.usaid.gov.

Volunteers for Prosperity was established by Executive Order in September 2003.  VfP works with leading U.S. non-profits and companies to deploy highly skilled American professionals in volunteer opportunities that support the global health and prosperity goals of the U.S. Government. VfP is part of the USA Freedom Corps, the White House’s coordinating council on volunteerism.  For more information, please visit www.volunteersforprosperity.gov.
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