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PARTNERS WORLDWIDE RECEIVE PRESIDENTIAL
 AWARDS FOR VOLUNTEER SERVICE

MUSKEGON, Michigan, Thursday, May 4, 2006 – Twenty-five American professionals working through the Michigan-based aid organization Partners Worldwide have earned volunteer service awards from President George W. Bush.  Jack Hawkins, director of the President’s initiative Volunteers for Prosperity, presented the awards at the Partners Worldwide 2006 International Business Conference in Muskegon.

Business executives and other professionals earned the awards for service in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.  Activities included mentoring local business people, civic education, savings and finance, clean water systems, and legal counsel.

The highest level recognition – the Gold Award for more than 500 hours of volunteer service by an individual – went to Ted Boers of Rockford, MI, and to Dennis and Jeni Hoekstra of Grand Rapids.  “Each of these award winners demonstrates what President Bush describes as the ‘energy and idealism of the United States,” said Hawkins.  “They are a shining example of the call to service that President Bush has asked every American to make during his or her lifetime.”   The full list of award winners is attached.
“Our volunteers show how their faith can change the world through the marketplace,” said Doug Seebeck, executive director of Partners Worldwide.
Volunteers for Prosperity is a U.S. government companion program to the Peace Corps, which requires a longer term commitment of two full years overseas.  Service through Volunteers for Prosperity is more flexible, ranging from a week to months or even years.  Volunteers work under the direction of private voluntary organizations in activities that support the U.S. government’s agenda for global health and prosperity.  More than 200 organizations, including Partners Worldwide, have joined the Volunteers for Prosperity network since it was created by President Bush.

Ted Boers is the founder of Datacomp, a company that serves the inspection needs of banks and insurance companies.  Over the past two years, he has been a strong advocate for civic education as the foundation for business development in Haiti.  He currently spends much of his time promoting a large Free Zone development project in the Northwest of Haiti for the purpose of encouraging members of the Haitian diaspora to return to Haiti and to foster business development in that country.  

Jeni Hoekstra served as a school teacher and board member for several Christian organizations while Dennis Hoekstra attained administrative positions at Calvin College and served as President of Trinity Christian College in Chicago.

After retiring, they became volunteers for Partners and started what will soon reach a decade of service. While abroad they worked to develop businesses, computer training centers, and leadership training workshops. As a result, thousands of computers were recycled for use in developing nations while hundreds of organizations and businesses were created to successfully improve and inspire the lives of thousands.  In 2004, the Hoekstras received the President’s Call to Service Award for a lifetime achievement of more than 4,000 hours of volunteer service; now they have exceeded that mark by more than 1,000 additional hours of service.

Partners Worldwide, headquartered in Grand Rapids, mobilizes business executives to donate their time in mentoring and training budding entrepreneurs in writing business plans, accounting, product quality, marketing, and management.  To learn more about Partners Worldwide, visit 
http://www.partnersworldwide.org
Volunteers for Prosperity was established by Executive Order in September 2003.  VfP works with leading U.S. non-profits and companies to deploy highly skilled American professionals in volunteer opportunities that support the global health and prosperity goals of the U.S. Government.  VfP is part of the USA Freedom Corps, the White House’s coordinating council on volunteerism.  For more information, please visit www.volunteersforprosperity.gov.

###

Recipients of the President’s Volunteer Service Award

Presented May 4, 2006 by Jack Hawkins, 

Director of President Bush’s Volunteers for Prosperity Initiative

Partners Worldwide International Business Conference, Muskegon, MI

GOLD LEVEL – 500 hours or more of service
Ted Boers, Rockford, MI. Founder of Datacomp, a company that serves the inspection needs of banks and insurance companies.  Over the past two years, Ted has been a strong advocate for civic education as the foundation for business development in Haiti.  Ted currently spends much of his time promoting a large Free Zone development project in the Northwest of Haiti for the purpose of encouraging members of the Haitian diaspora to return to Haiti and to foster business development in that country.

Denny and Jeni Hoekstra, Grand Rapids, MI. Jeni Hoekstra served as a school teacher and board member for several Christian organizations while Dennis Hoekstra attained administrative positions at Calvin College and served as President of Trinity Christian College in Chicago. After retiring, they became volunteers for Partners and started what will soon reach a decade of service. While abroad they worked to develop businesses, computer training centers, and leadership training workshops. As a result, thousands of computers were recycled for use in developing nations while hundreds of organizations and businesses were created to successfully improve and inspire the lives of thousands.
SILVER – 250 hours or more
Will De Boer, Tucson, AZ.  Board member of Partners. Involved with Partners in Romania and most recently helped with the formation of a new affiliate in El Salvador.  Will helped with the formation of the Million Mentors Global Business Alliance, and also volunteered to represent Partners in the newly formed alliance dealing with Katrina response in Mississippi.  

Paul Holwerda, Grand Rapids. Team Leader for the Philippines business partnership e-BEST (Evangelical Business People and Entrepreneurs for Social Transformation
Terry Hubers, Sioux Center, IA.  With the U.S. Farmer to Farmer program, he helped Nicaraguan farmers acquire 5-acre plots of land.  He has been instrumental in the transformation of agricultural practices in the rural areas of Nicaragua by helping develop cash crops such as coffee and ginger.  

Lee Jager’s, Grand Rapids.  His expertise in branding and marketing has had a profound impact on business and city government in the Philippines.  Lee recently dissolved his longstanding advertising business and started a new business called Oneness dedicated to helping businesses integrate their Christian beliefs into their corporate values and mission.

Pete and Jan Lanser, Caledonia, MI.  Actively involved in Partners programs in Bangladesh and Nigeria.  
Cal Van Heukelem, Denver, CO.  Active volunteer in Kenya.
BRONZE

Willis Alberda, Sioux Center, IA. Retired college professor, co-team leader for the Nicaragua Farmer to Farmer partnership.  
Rick Bulthuis, Downers Grove, IL. Recently took his entire family to visit and volunteer in a business-to-business project in Managua, Nicaragua.  
Terry Butler, Pella, IA. Worked in South Africa and Zambia launching the new earth block technology with Dynablock
Jerry Haak, Sunnyside, WA. Used his experience in banking and farming to impact thousands of lives in Zambia.

Karen Helder, Grand Rapids.  Partners board member.  Volunteered in Kenya. 

Case Hoogendoorn, Chicago. Partners Worldwide’s volunteer legal counsel.  Key role in the Lawyer to Lawyer partnership in Nicaragua working for civil rights and a level playing field for citizens and small business people.  

Kurt Huisken,  Chandler, MN.  Volunteered in Kenya and brought Kenyan businessman to Minnesota for two weeks to learn the latest in the meat packaging business and acquire new equipment.  
Rod Huisken, Chandler, MN. Has worked for six years on a large-scale water project for the village of Kisayani, Kenya.

Lucas Seebeck, Grand Rapids.   A sophomore business major at Calvin College, he is the youngest member of Partners Worldwide to receive this award. He has worked in Kenya and has been an advocate for people in Darfur, Sudan, as well as the Lost Children in Uganda (his country of birth).

Herman Te Velde, Sunnyside, WA.  Worked in loan managemetnin Chipata, Zambia.

Ed Treick, Brookfield, WI.  Team leader for the business partnership between Brookfield and Gonaives, Haiti.   

Nick Tuit, Kalamazoo. Country leader for Haiti, working to establish new business affiliates there.  

John, Dawn and Mike Vander Ploeg, Kalamazoo. John is a country leader for Kenya and a team leader for the Christian Entrepreneurial Savings Society (CHESS) there. Mike is a team leader for Full Scale Business Trust and the Kenya Investment Trust.  

Mike’s sister-in-law, Dawn Vander Ploeg, has taken the lead role in working with the Heritage of Faith Children’s Orphanage in Nairobi.  
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