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Volunteers for Prosperity Service Incentive Program
“VFPServ”

Frequently Asked Questions

“What is VFPServ?”
The Volunteers for Prosperity Service Incentive Program (VFPServ) is a public-private partnership of the Office of Volunteers for Prosperity (VFP Office) at the US Agency for International Development (USAID), in cooperation with the USA Freedom Corps of the White House, and the GlobalGiving Foundation (GlobalGiving) that was developed to improve the affordability of short-term international volunteering for skilled American professionals.  

“Who are the VFPServ Partners?”

The VFP Office directs Volunteers for Prosperity (VFP), an interagency presidential initiative to promote international voluntary service by skilled American professionals.  Through a network of nearly 250 US companies and non-profits (VFP organizations) American doctors, engineers, teachers, businesspeople and others help those in need throughout the world for weeks, months and longer.  During FY 2007, VFP organizations deployed and managed approximately 34,000 skilled Americans on volunteer assignments abroad.  

VFP is a volunteer service initiative of the USA Freedom Corps, the White House office charged with building a culture of service, citizenship, and responsibility in America.  USAFC promotes and expands volunteer service in America by partnering with national service programs, working to strengthen the non-profit sector, recognizing volunteers, and helping to connect individuals with volunteer opportunities.
GlobalGiving, is a 501 (c) 3 public foundation created to provide a safe and effective channel for donors wishing to send their funds directly to field-based initiatives in the U.S. and around the world.  By leveraging the power of the web, GlobalGiving reduces costs, provides transparency, and speeds the distribution of funds.  The GlobalGiving platform has been used by over 1,000 field-based initiatives in countries around the world, and is used by a range of donors, including high net worth families, Fortune 100 companies and their employees, and smaller donors and giving circles. 
“How does VFPServ work?”
VFPServ awards individual, non-renewable grants ranging from $500 to $1000 to offset travel, insurance and local living costs for short-term volunteer service abroad by skilled Americans.  These grants match at least an equal amount of funds raised by applicants in their local communities.  Awarded monies are disbursed to the organizations that will supervise applicants’ volunteer service assignments abroad.  Applicants are responsible for identifying their supervising organizations from among the network of US non-profits and companies affiliated with the VFP Office.
“How can organizations participate?”
By supervising volunteer service assignment abroad as well as receiving awarded monies on behalf of applicants, organizations play a key role in VFPServ.   
Eligible organizations are among the VFP Office’s network of US non-profits and companies.  Presently, there are nearly 250 such organizations utilizing American professionals as volunteers working on assignments responding to international development and humanitarian challenges as important as economic growth to health care to natural resources.  To join the network, a non-profit or company must meet the following criteria: 

· The organization must be organized under the laws of the United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or any other territory of the United States and must have its headquarters in the United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or any other territory of the United States. 
· The organization must conduct or anticipates conducting overseas activities that are consistent with the general purposes of the federally supported initiatives upon which the Volunteers for Prosperity initiative is focused.   

· The organization presently sponsors, or indicates it is willing to sponsor, highly skilled U.S. professionals who wish to volunteer to work on specific U.S. development initiatives upon which the Volunteers for Prosperity initiative is focused.
For information on joining the VFP network, please contact the Office of Volunteers for Prosperity, US Agency for International Development, either by phone: (202) 712-1010 or e-mail: volunteersforprosperity@usaid.gov.

“How can American professionals apply?”

The award process is competitive.  A successful applicant will have at least three years’ professional experience relevant to his/her anticipated assignment, and must demonstrate: an appropriate educational background/professional training; a significant level of commitment to, and capacity for, international volunteering; an expressed desire to share his/her “volunteer experience” with the local community; and finally, a need for financial assistance.  The final decision to award a grant is contingent upon verification of at least an equal amount of funds raised by the applicant within his/her community and subject to the availability of VFPServ grant monies.  
Applications for VFPServ grants will be made available online in early 2008.  Applications must be completed and submitted online.  There is no deadline for applications.  Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis.     

To facilitate the verification of funds raised by applicants, all applicants will be required to use an online giving tool to be developed and provided by GlobalGiving.  This tool (the availability of which will coincide with the availability of the application) will feature a “micro-site” enabling the applicant to raise funds online, generate tax receipts for donors and communicate directly with donors on developments relating to the volunteer assignment undertaken.
Upon completion of the assignment, the volunteer is encouraged to share his/her “experience” with local community groups and media.  
It is anticipated that the first awards will be made in early 2008.  

“Whom can I contact for more information?”
Any questions or requests for additional information can be directed to: VFPServ, Office of Volunteers for Prosperity, US Agency for International Development, either by phone: (202) 712-1010 or e-mail: vfpserv@usaid.gov.
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